". THAT TOOK PLACE AT THE 


INDIA-HOUSE IN LEADENHALL-STREET, 
ON WEDNESDAY) THE 9TH OF-OCTOBER INST, 


| ON THE POLLOWING | 
"MOTION OF WILLIAM LUSHINGTON, ESN. 


& That a General Court be held on the 23d inſtant, to take into conſideration an Ad- 
% dreſs to His Majeſty, expreſſive of tke firm determination of this Company. to give 
«« every ſupport in their power, to the Government of the Country, at this arduous 
„ criſis, and particularly to expreſs a wiſh to raiſe and cloath three Feneible Regiments, 
to ſerve in Great- Britain, Ireland, or the Iſlands of Jerſey and Guernſey, and to recom- 
«« mend that the Officers belonging to the Company's military eſtabliſhment in Tudia, 
„now in Europe, may be employed in thoſe regiments, ſubject to his Majcily's appro» 


„% at ion.“ 


wy * 1 — 0 2 


- 
2 , 
= * 8 
P 
- * » V 
— 


Be WILLIAM WOOD PAL IL. 


ip 0 4 - 
— ———— m PI RR EE OOO I — — — — * * 


L O D O 
PRINTED BY THE REPORTER, 
- and. $80LD (sies 18, 6d.) BY... 


J. DezxeTT, Piccadilly; R. FaviDznr, Bond- Street ; F. and G. Erk ron, White- 
hall; Mrs. Murray, B. and J. Wurz, and T. Cnaruax, Fleet- Street; and 
J. SewBLL, facing the Royal Exchange. | v | 


Where may be had, 


The LET TE from WIILLIIAu Devaynss, Eſq. to Tromas Hencnnman, Eſq. wich 
Mr. HNOMAN's Axsw EA, on the Subject of the Eaſt-India Company's Shipping. 
The Diss Nr, or PaOr EGT, of Thomas HexcyumMan and RanDLE 5 Eſqrs. 
delivered into the Committee of Bye-Laws, with a Sketch of the Debate on the Report 
of the Committee. An Account of the ProczzpinGs of the GAM EZR AL Covar, 
held on Wedneſday the igth of March. The DgzaTz on the Expediency of cultivat in 
Sugar in the Territories of the Eaſt-India Company; with the Speeches of Ranpisz 
Jacxsox and GO DaLLas, Efſqrs. and all the other Reports of Debates that have 
taken Place at the InD14-Hoyss, and been given by Mr, WoopDFALL. | 
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THURSDAY, Oer g, 1794. 


A GENERAL COURT having been convened by public Ad- 
vertiſement, © for the purpoſe of conſidering an Addreſs to his Majeſty, 
« declaratory of the Court's determination to ſupport the Government of 
ce the Country, in the proſecution of the preſent jaſt and neceſſary war.“ 


Mr. Davaynzs, the Chairman, took his ſeat preciſely at Twelye - 
o'clock, and after the Minutes of the laſt Court ® had been read, f 


Mr. Luſbington roſe, and addreſſed himſelf to the Chair, as follows z ; 
Mr. CranMan, 3 * 2, L Et. 


AS I had the honour, on a former day, to move for the call 
of this General Court, I conſider it SORTED on me to afſigh my 125 
: f | | | 3 on 


* A Quarterly General Court was held on Wedneſday the 24th of September, at 
which the Chairman was apprized by Mr. Priaſip, that tenders would ſhortly be made, 
either in England or abroad, of ſhips built in the Eaſt Indies, to be employed in the Bri- 
tiſh navigation between the two countries. This he ftated to have been done already, in 
ſome inſtances, and obſerved that the correſpondence relating to that meaſure, was not 

inted with the laſt Reports, on affairs of ſhipping : he added his conviction of the lega · 


 lity, and promiſed that the terms of the tender ſhould be advantageous to the Corporation x 


and ſaid he had the greater hopes of ſucceſs now that Government were conſcious they 
had more than common cauſe with the Proprietors, The plan, he declared, was now be- 
fore Miniſtry, and ſhould be ſhortly ſent to the Directors. Fs | 
Mr. Luſbington prefaced the following Motion, with a ſhort ſpeech —— 3 
That this Court be ſummoned for the gth of October, to confider an Addreſs to his 
«« Majeſty, declaratory of its determination to ſupport the Government of the Country, 


in the proſecution of the preſent juſt and neceſſary war.“ 


Which being ſeconded by Mr. Ben/izy,” from behind the Bar, was carried with the 
moſt cheering unanimity, and then the Court adjourned — 3 
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ſons for having ſo done; but before I enter upon that ſubje&, I cannot 


forbear to congratulate myſelf, and all others who feel as I do, on the 
large attendance- which I have the poor to ſee, on an occaſion, - 


when the zeal and attachment of Britiſh ſubjects to the Conſtitution an 
Government of their country, are the Order of the Day. 


In diſcuſling the ſubje& for our conſideration this day, it is im- 


| _ Mr. Chairman, to avoid making ſome obſervations on the 
1 


ench Revolution; but I ſhall be as brief as poſſible upon that point: 
the Revolution of France, Sir, in its firſt objects, and in its firſt effects, 
was attended, I believe, with the good will of almoſt every fair reaſon- 
ing man. The rights and liberties of a whole nation, were oppoſed to 
the exorbitant power of one man, the ſocial compact to an intolera- 
ble ſyſtem of deſpotiſm. Had the French nation been content to reduce 


the powers of their Royal Government, and the proud ariſtocracy of 


their country, to reaſonable and conſtitutional ſubjection, mankind would 
have rejoiced at a reform, founded on ſuch principles; but unfortu- 
r for all Europe, and the whole civilized world, the character of 
the Revolution, in a ſhort time, underwent a ſerious and an impor- 
tant change. I am ready to admit, Sir, that in the ferment of a great 
Revolution, it is difficult, if not impoſſible, to bind the diſeretion of 
man to a certain point, or that the ſame temperate arrangement of 
publick and private Right, was to be expected in the tumult of con- 
vulſion, which we look for from the cabinet of a ſtateſman, or the 
cloſet of a eee I ſhall alſo admit, that although the laſt un- 
fortunate Prince was mild and beneficent in his nature, and equally mo- 
gerate in the application and exerciſe of the ſtrong powers of his Go- 
vernment, derived from his anceſtors, yet the French Nation were fully 
warranted in embracing the firſt favourable opportunity to correct 


- «the vicious character of their Conſtitution and Government. It had 


roduced intolerable- oppreſſion under former Princes, and might 
e renewed under ſucceeding ones; nor ſhall I deny, Sir, that it is 
both natural and reaſonable that a jealouſy ſhould exiſt in the firſt mo- 


ments of a Revolution, leſt the power ſo lately repreſſed, might riſe again 
with ſuperior force, and exerciſe terrible vengeance againſt all its oppo- 
- _ nents, All theſe conſiderations, Sir, have great weight on my mind; 
and to every _— reaſoner, it muſt appear that a Revolution 


could not be effected, in a country extenſive and populous like France, 
without n conſiderable portion of partial injury. But, Sir, it appears 


o me that the exceſſes which have been committed, have gone far 


beyond the urgency of their ſituation; for this dreadful change in the 
Principles and objects of the French Revolution, not only deſtroyed 
| - 285 . „ the 
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the Royal Government, and dragged their\-laſt- unfortunate" Prince to 
publick execution, but with them, Sir, fell all the rights of property, 


all the character, and all the dignity of the French Nation. 

J e oth 2: dt e eee, /// non TT 
I admit, Mr. Chairman, that a whole: Nation, or a large majority 

of it, have a right to eſtabliſn ſuch a form of Government, as they 


judge moſt fit to promote their on cornfort and happineſs; and this 


right is exerted with the full meaſure of juſtice, on its ſide, when ex- 


cited by acts and ſyſtems of oppreſſion; but the exerciſe of this right, Sir, 


is ſubject to qualification and controul in its operation. If we conſider 
the faculties with which man has been endowed. by his Creator, it is fair 
to preſume, that the rights of property were in the Divine contemplation; 
An incitement was neceſſary for the exertion of thoſe faculties; an ex-: 
cluſive enjoyment therefore, of the fruits of the labour and talents of men, 
was conſecrated by the firſt act of rude legiſlation, by our primitive an- 
ceſtors. Under that ſocial compact, all ſtarted upon an equal footing. 
In the progreſs of time, the diverſity of mens tempers and purſuits, pro- 
duced- inequality in their ſtate and condition; but, Sir, every man was 
the creator of his own ſituation. Induſtry and ceconomy will accumulate, 
1dleneſs and extravagance will diſſipate property. The opulent and in · 
dependent family in one century may be, and frequently are, reduced to 
the laborious and dependent claſs in the next; and the extravagant ex- 
penditure of large fortunes, will inevitably. transfer and diſperſe property 
amongſt the induſtrious claſſes; who, in their turn, are advanced into 
The maſs of the property in every country, Sir, (and it is particular 
inſtanced in our own) is ſubject to that circulation and change of 


ſeſſion here ſtated. But the ſocial laws reſpecting property, are not 
affected by this Revolution, in the private fortunes of men; they look 


with an impartial and equal eye upon all the conditions of liſe; and, true 
to the firſt principle and object of their inſtitution, protect, without 
diſtinction, all the rights of man in his ſocial ſtate. In conſulting the 
hiſtory ot the human race, Sir, we find that man was firſt attracted 


into the ſocial ſtate, by a propenſity in his nature to improve the con- 
dition of life, - by the exertion of induſtry and talents. This was the 


origin of property, and of all its juſt rights. They have been reſpected 


under every ſyſtem of government in all ſucceeding times, and have 


been, and ever muſt be, the great conſtituent principle of public power. 


A combination of circumſtances may, for a time, more or leſs affect the 


| the truth © 


operation of this principle; but that will not militate again 
| f 32300 1 ch . iin Ps Jak ++ 17, 26 PRINT "3144 -+ 7 


iF* £7447 * 1 


1 
0 


es) 


ol my poſition; that property is the foundation and ſupport of the ſocial 


Sir, the diſpoſitions of men are happily ſuch, that the rights of 
ty, and the power neceſſarily connected with it, are not ſubject 
to injury, unleſs provoked by an improper uſe of that power. In the 


government of France, great abuſes certainly exiſted, and the French 


nation were entitled to demand and eſtabliſh a reform; but the prin · 
ciples they have aſſumed and acted upon, deſtroy all the ſecurities, and 
all che comforts of the ſocial ſtate They have alſo a direct tendency 

to ſubvert the eftabliſhed' and approved governments of the neighbour- 
ing nations; for in the violenee of their enthuſiaſm, it has been made an 


* 


eſſential part of their political _ to propagate and eſtabliſh their 


pernicious doctrines, in every part of Europe. 


7 


The principal Powers of Europe, therefore, prepared to reſiſt the pro- 


1 of principles, pregnant with ſuch fatal effects to ſociety, and in ſo do- 


ing, I conceive they were perſectly juſtified; for the right claimed by a 


particular nation, to ſettle its Government in any way they may think 
proper, is, as I before ſaid, ſubject to controul in its operation, and that 
controul ariſes from the effects their new ſyſtem may have on the ſitu- 
ation of other neighbouring nations. It is indifferent to me, Sir, 
what the ſyſtems of other Governments in Europe are, as long 
us the one, under which I live, ſecures the liberty and property of 


its citizens, If the maſs of the people under the allied Powers, and upon 


the Continent, are content with the Governments under which they live, 
it is ſufficient to eſtabliſh my argument; they are, in that caſe, en- 
titled to defend thoſe ſyſtems, not only againſt acts, but againſt prin- 
ciples, injurious to the peace and fecurity of their reſpective eſtabliſn- 
ments. If a man diſordered in his mind, ſhews an evident inten- 
tion to take” away my life, ſhall J heſitate in taking immediate meaſures 
to deprive him of the power of doing ir? The ſame law of ſelf-preſer- 
vation, applies to bodies politic; and both the individual and the 


community, will determine from their own judgement and feelings, 


when, and under what circumſtance this imperious neceſſity exiſts, 


Upon this ſubject, Sir. it is impoſſible to refrain from. ſaying ſome- 


thing reſpeRing our own ſituation, We have, Sir, a. Conſtitution and 
Government,” without any material blot, either in principle or prac- 
nee, —a wiſe Legiſlation, and an impartial Adminiſtration of the law 
effectually ſecure to every man all the rights of ſociety. The rich and 
the poor, have one common and equal character at the bar of juſtice, 
and ſuch is the temper and principle of the country, that the legal and 
1 c | | | - ſocial 
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ſocial rights of ebene are ever guarded with peculiarijealouſ I 
| — the influence of the rich. This is the ſpirit of our — — 
tion, and I feel myſelf warranted to ſay that it is the feeling and wiſh of 


every Briton, that all property ſhould be; atinihilated, rather than man 
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A I come now to conſider Mr. Chairman, the reſources. and objects of 5 


our enemy; they are not ſuch, Sir, as we have hitherto encountered, 
when at war with any of the regular Governments 'of Europe. I have 
before obſerved, that the rights of private property, were involved in the 


deſtruction of the French Monarchy, and the unfortunate Prince then 


upon the Throne. This act of violence produced a new reſouree, far 
more productive than the publick revenue of France; as property was no 
longer re ſpected, the commerce, the manufactures and the induſtry of 
the country were ſuſpended, and in this univerſal diſtreſs, vaſt num- 
bers of men were without employ and without the means of ſobſiſt- 


F 


ence; this ſtate of things gave conſiderable facility in ſupplying their 


numerous armies with men, but it was ſtill: neceſſary to exert +caer- 
cion, and the terrible option was eſtabliſhed either to ſerve as a ſoldier 
1 ae not approved, or to abide the penalty of the law, which was 


Sir, objection has been made to this war, ag a war againſt principles, 


every war is againſt principles; ſometimes it originates in the per- 
— 2 


onal ambition of a deſpot, or in à point of national honor, in w 
the ſubject often participates with the government: but war in modern 


times, has more generally ariſen from commercial competition; ambi- 


tion, or the luſt of extending dominion by conqueſt, is certainly a 
vice againſt the peace and happineſs of ſociety ; but that paſſion in a 
Monarch, is ſubject to controul. He is conſeious, that in his at- 
tempts to gratify it, he injures the fortunes and the comforts of his ſub- 
jects; but, Sir, hen this vice of ambition inſects — of 
-a nation, ir becomes a virtue, within the circle of its influence, and the 


exertions of men, ſo actuated, acquire additional vigour, and become 


more dangerous to neighbouring nations. The popular ambition of 


Rome, diſturfbed the world for benturies; the popular ambition of 


France, goes farther; it not only diſturbs the ptace, but deſtroys the 
rights of ſociety: the principles of an enemy Sir, muſt be eneoun - 
tered in proportion to the danger they produce; and I own, I am fur 
contendling againſt every principle, ſhort of divine interpoſition, clearly 
marked, which threathens to deſtroy the comfort and happineſs of my 
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Mr. Chairman, the patties in this war are, beggary and vagabondiſm, 
_ againſt property and induſtry; the points at iſſue, a ſtare of barbariſm 
againſt a ſtate of civilization; the wild and deſtructive principles of 
: French democracy, againſt the ſacred rights pf the ſocial compact; 
and I may add, (and I fear not, that ſuperſtition will be imputed to me) 
againſt the purpoſe of Heaven itſelf, clearly indicated in the conſtitu - 
tion of the heart and mind of man, fitted as they are, and exerted as 
they have been with ede e effect, to improve and beautify the 
ſyſtem of the world. Shall all thoſe liberal eſtabliſnments, as bene- 
fleial in their effects upon the condition of the poor, as they are ho- 
nourable to the rich; thoſe ſplendid monuments of the arts, and all 
the other bright appendages to the cultivated ſtate of man (and here, 
Mr. Chairman, in this ſc 
native country, a place equal, if not ſuperior, to that of any other 
country in the world) I fay, Sir, ſhall all theſe improvements in the 
condition of man, this advanced point of progreſs towards human 
perfection, be in one moment annihilated and levelled: to the ground, 
by the all-deſtroying hand of a military dimocracy ? for ſuch, cer- 
'tainly, is the ſyſtem of France at this time; the ſovereignty is in the 
hands of the multitude, and every man in a ſtate of requiſition to be- 
come a ſoldier. PD ne lt 7 
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+] am aware, Sir, that ſome may argue, that this judgment againſt 
the French Revolution, is premature, that the ſyſtem is new and un- 
tried; and poſſibly. may develope with more extent and effect, the 
powers and the virtues of man. To this I ſhould anſwer, that the ex- 
- periment itſelf, is death to all that conſtitutes the comfort and happineſs 
of man; that, from the nature and reaſon of things, a military demo- 
ecracy mult be deſtructive; the very principle of its exiſtence and ſup- 
port, is human blood, and a violation of every thing that is honourable 
- or: dignified in the character of man. Of all calamities to which man- 
kind are ſubject, this is the greateſt. In its firſt exploſion, fatal to all 
cexiſting improvements; by its. continuation, it eſtabliſhes habits, and 
gives impreſſions which, long after its extinction operate againſt the peace 
ol mankind, + But, Sir, the rulers of France have the policy to aſſume 
appearances, whillt they deſert the principles on which they are 
5 founded z they may erect their pantheons, their temples. to honour, 
to virtue, and to liberty, but they reflect not, that the proper cha- 
racter and dignity of ſuch eſtabliſhments, depend not on the conſtrue- 
tions of brick and mortar, but upon the mind of man. If the mind be 
not free tor exertion upon the ſubjects of induſtry, and in the purſuits 
| of knowledge; if the fair carnings of the one, and the honourable com- 
1 . f 1 c | pen- 
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ene of human glory, I may claim for my : 


penſations of the other, be not ſecured by permanent law, there is 
an end to all incitement for human improvement. Continued convul- 
ſions muſt produce a ſtate of barbariſm. 155 - 


I am afraid, Mr. Chairman, that the publick mind is not ſufficiently - 
impreſſed with the peculiar character and importance of this war. I fear, 
Sir, that many of us flatter ourſelves that it may terminate as former 
wars have done, in which the unſucceſsful party, by the ceſſion of an 
iſland, or a point of honour, has conciliated peace. I think differently 
as to the objects of the preſent war ; we are not contending for the de- 
grees of fortune, or whether the publick and private purſe of Britain, 
' ſhall be enriched beyond that of France; we are not contending, Sir, for 
Points of national honour, nor for objects of monarchical ambition, bur _—_ 
for the Conſtitution and Government. of our native country ; and for 
that which is far more important to mankind, for all the objects and all 
the rights of the ſocial compact. But to bring this point more home to 
the feelings and comprehenſion of every man in the country; I fay, fir, 
we are not contending whether 3 per cents. ſhall be at ſixty, or at par; 
but whether a Britiſb Excheguer, and a Bank of England, ſhall exiſt to 
receive and diſcharge our claims for dividends—for this, Sir, is the point 
at iſſue, and for ſuch objects to ſuppoſe indifference, would be an in- 
ſult. to common ſenſe ; and in this general wreck of all the ſocial rights, 
let not the man of landed property, - flatter himſelf that he ſhall 
eſcape. If he can for a moment entertain ſuch an idea, let him look 
to the ſtate of Brabant, conguered, plundered, and laid waſte in ſix 
weeks. Permit me, Sir, to deſire your attention for à moment, to 
the vaſt property poſſeſſed, or repreſented within the circle of a hundred 
yards from this hcuſe (Eaſt india Houſe); there are publick and 
private banks, and mercantile houſes, whoſe capital and dealings are 
Sha eſtimation. Many of the private banks, equal to the national 
banks of other countries; and the great public bank, in its property 
and concerns, confounds all calculation: thoſe who are intereſted there- 
in, muſt feel that the events of the war ſtrike at the ſecurity of ſuch 
eſtabliſhments ; and that the firſt prey to the rapacious hands of the ene- 
my, will be the valuable depoſits in their cuſtody ; perhaps they do not as 
yet feel to that degree of conviction neceſſary to excite individual ex- 
ertion, or to produce the generous and manly declaration, that they will 
meet the increaſing difficulties of the country with every perſonal and 
pecuniary aid in their power. I am ſatisfied: that there is zeal enough, 
and particularly in the gentlemen who preſide over the concerns of this 
opulent eſt abliſnment. 1 doubt not, rhe reſources of the country, | 
Sir, for if properly and timely exerted, I am perſuaded they he N | 
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be ſufficient for every emergency, than can poſſihly ariſe out of the 
preſent criſis. 1 doubt not the temper and diſpoſition of the maſs af my 
countrymen, for the comforts and benefits they derive from a wiſe Legi- 
ſlation, and equal application of the law, are beyond what is experi- 
enced by any community in the world. But I doubt, ot the good will 


of the opulent part of the community, for if they reflect at all, they 


muſt be convinced, that in the events of the war, are involved the 


rights of property, and all the comforts of life. But I own I doubt, 


Sir, whether they will be ſufficiently forward and liberal in their feel- 
ings, with reſpect to the great public k cauſe now at iſſue. I alſo doubt, 


Whether there is not a fort of conſtitutional jealouſy, common, per- 
Haps, to all free countries, which prevents a prompt, and an important 


movement in the government of the country, upon the firſt ſpur of a 


| {rear occaſion; a wiſe and cautious ſentiment in common times, but in 
a war like the preſent, in which the enemy not only ſtrikes at the ſtate, 


but at individuals, who is not content to conquer, without ſubverting 
all che rights of ſociety, the publick power of the country ſhould 
be invigorated by individual exertion. Every man ſhould chearfully 


contribute, if not be actively forward, to increaſe its energy. In the 


private concerns of life, if an individual be engaged in a law-ſuit, which 
involves the whole, or a large portion of his fortune, he will direct his 
Solicitor to retain the firſt Counſel at the bar, and to excite his beſt 
exertions, ** offering him a liberal fee. He will chearfully ſacrifice a 
part, to preſerve the whole. Why ſhould not the ſame ſentiment actuate 
us in the great publick cauſe of our epuntry, which, from the pecu- 
lar nature of it, embraces every private and publick intereſt, in the 


ſocial life ? 43 1 . 

We ate all anxious for peace, Mr. Chairman, but think differently 
us to the means for obtaining it. Some think, that to withhold, or to 
mur mur at the ſupplies, which a war of ſuch vaſt and neceſſary exertion 


muſt require, will be an admonition to Government, that the country 


Tequires peace, But will not ſuch conduct likewiſe admoniſh our 
enemies, that the Government is no longer ſupported by the people ? 
Will che country bear to hear of ſuch a peace, as muſt reſult from nego- 
kation, commenced under ſuch diſadvantages? The terms of peace, 
Sir, will ever be governed by the relative powers of the parties for pro- 
ſecuting the war. I therefore ſupport the preparations for war, be- 
cauſe I wiſh to obtain a reaſonable peace. If thoſe who argue other- 
wife, will convince me, that to diſband our armies, and to diſmantle our 


* Meets, (which muſt be the caſe, if the neceſlary ſupplies are withheld) 


A” 


Tas 


will be a certain means of obtaining a ſafe and reaſonable peace,” Hhall 
applaud their wiſdom, and confeſs my own ignorance, 


Others ſay, Sir, they will be content to pay their proportion of the 
publick ſupplies, ' when they are called upon, but deem it unneceſ< 
fary to invite taxation, by declaring" that they will chearfully meet 
it, They muſt be cold and indifferent to all the great objects of 
this war, who reaſon thus; an” ayowed and active ſupport will invigo- 
rate that Government, upon whoſe exertions we rely for the protection 
of our rights and property. It is therefore due to the ſtate, and to dur 
own particular intereſt, that we ſhould encourage that Government; by an 
open and manly declaration, that we will ſupport, with our hearts and 
dur purſes the neceſſary vigorous exertions to maintain the public and 
private rights of the count. e 


In reſpect to myſelf, Mr. Chairman, I declare I am ready to 
apply, in common with my fellow ſubjects, any part of the principal or 
income of my property in ſupport of the conſtitution and independence 
of the ſtate, I will chearfully cut off from private expence, every ſuper - 

fluity, which can interfere with this act of public duty. Telaing no 
credit from this declaration, for I confeſs that I am influenced more by 
private prudence than by a ſentiment of patriotiſm. 1 feel that the 
property and ſituation which I hold under the ſocial compact, and under 
the particular protection of the Conſtitution and Government of | this 
country, is in the preſent criſis, at eminent hazard; every exertion'then, 
for the ſupport of the latter, is evidently prompted by ſelf-regard. All 
authors on ſyſtems of Government, agree that a concurrence of public 
and private intereſt, is the perfection of human policy. Never was this 
opinion more compleatly exemplified; than in the critical ſituation of this 
country. But I own I count not ſo much upon public zeal, as upon 
private prudence, well underſtood in the preſent ſtate of things. If every 
man acts up to the dictates of private intereſt, Fpronounce'that the con- 
ſtitution, fortune, and independence of the country; -are/ſafe. 


But, Sir, if the protection of our property and nal liberty, againſt 
invaſion, and menaced deſtruction, be not a ſufficient incitement to 
exertion, I beg to call your attention to that period of our hiſtory, 
| when every man of property in the country, was by the tenure of that 
property, a ſoldier, when tlie National: maſs of England, to: uſe the 
phraſe of the times, was. exerted againſt that of France; and from the 
triumphs of thoſe days let confidence ariſe, that if. compelled to ſimilar 
exertions, the honour and ſafety _ Iſland will not in our times, and 


4 . x 4 


in aur bands,” ſuffer any depreciation; -- It was not only in the rude and 
uncultivated times of Europe, that we encountered the French nation 
with honour and ſucceſs, but our ſuperiority has been equally proved, 
fince the progreſs of human knowledge has eſtabliſhed important im- 
provements in the art of war. Both in the rude and ; enlightened 
days of Europe, I ſay, Sir, the triumph of Britain over France, has 


been uniform, and I feel equally. gratified, in reflecting that the exertions 


of Britiſh ſoldiers and ſeamen, in the preſent war, have fully ſupported 
the diſtinguiſhed. character of their anceſtors, in the ſame field of 
honour... But the ſyſtem of France, Sir, has reverted to that of Europe 
in former days. The effective population, and the whole property of 
the country, public and private, are in full action to ſupport their pre- 
datory attacks on the eſtabliſhed Governments of Europe, If ſimilar 
exertions are not in ſome degree made to reſiſt ſuch an enemy, Europe 
is loſt, Property, in modern times, has been juſtly conſidered as the 
principal ſinew of war, and it til] has a great x revailing inſtuence in 
all its operations; but the publick revenue of the regular Govern- 
ments of Europe, is not ſufficient to ſupply the exigencies of a War, 
like that in Which we are now engaged; individuals muſt ſacrifice a 
art of their property, for the ſecurity of the remainder; and it is by 
ich a timely ſacrifice only, that we can avert that tremendous 


ſituation, when the rich and the poor, united in one common maſs, 


and making one common and equal exertion, muſt meet a victorious 
enemy on our on ſhores, or in the heart of this iſland. In ſuch an 
extremity, Britiſn valour, cordially exerted, will, I am perſuaded, 
maintain its eſtabliſhed character. But if men of property, will for a 


moment reflect on the confuſioh and diſtraction which muſt inevitably | 


attend ſuch a criſis, I am ſatisfied that to avert it, they will chear- 
full afford earneſt and active ſupport to the Government of the country. 


1 ſhall only fi one ſurther obſervation; if France ſhould 
unfortunately- prevail againſt the Allied Powers of Europe, and after 
the firſt moments of her triumph are over, ſhe ſhould have the wiſdom 
to reflect on the rigour of her principles, and in conſequence thereof, 


adopt ideas and ſyſtems more favourable to the comfort and happineſs 


of mankind,' we ſhould not flatter ourſelves that this country will be 
ſuffered to retain an atom beyond what our own power and independence 
can command: For Britain, Sir, the conſtant rival of the power and 
fortune of France, is at this time the peculiar object of her vengeance. 


| Delenda off Carthage, is the prevailing ſentiment in France with reſpe&t 


to this country. Our ſafety, our- exiſtence as an independent ſtate, the 
comforts." of private liſe, and all the enjoyments of fortune, depend 
"HE; £ 5 therefore, 


. 


F 5 


| * * 


Aren upon our own tively: exertions, and I ſhall only add; chat if 
theſe exertions be delayed, not only a part, Ben, 5 dur e 1 
| our lives, may ſoon be at the weber of the ene 1 5 . 
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ih truſt, Mr. ee 1 have ſtated folicient alata to juſtify the 
der, an Addreſs to his Majeſty, which I hold in my hand, and ſhalt - 
read as a part of my ſpeech. I did intend to move a Reſalution upon 

it this day, but a Bye-Law interferes; for as the Addreſs contains an 
offer of raiſing three fencible regiments for the preſent ſervice of his Ma- 
jeſty's Government, a ſpecial” notice of fourteen days, is neceſſary for the 
Admiſſion of a motion, which imports” an extraordinary application of 
oy e 5 N Ne 3 — 4 8 N er N es 


To the KING'S moſt excellen. MAJESTY. + 9G ELITES. 


— 


. a. your Majeſty's 8 loyal Subjects, the United Company of 8 * to. 
Fl the Eaſt Indies, beg leave in this arduous Criſis, to expreſs. our ſentiments of zeal 
« and-attachment to your "Majeſty's Royz Perſon and Government, When a Populous 
« and Powerful Nation, in the Center of Europe, avow and aQ- upon principles equally. 
« deſtructive to the rights of private property, and to the political and religious Eltabliſh. - 
1 ments of Europe, we conſider it as a duty incumbent. on all your Majefty's ſubjecta. 
« but. particularly on great commercial Societies, poſſeſſiug and employing large Ca- 
«© pitals in the circulation of Trade, to expreſs in the moſt decided terma, our deteſta- 
« tion of ſuch a ſyſtem of Warſare, without Example in the Hiſtory of the civilized” 
World; and at the ſame time to declare that we will, -in-commba with our Fellow-ſub+ 
« jects, chearfully ſuſtain the extraordinary Busdena which a gre een fer. in its 


e e ene D 


« The conſtitution of our country bas been fully tried; and we Nena every ap A to: 
« be ſatisfied with the principles o on which it is founded: The Comfort and Happineſs 
10 enjoyed by all Claſſes of your I. jeſty 8 Subjects, are proofs of its wiſdom and effica- 
ey; and the public power of the country equally demonſtrates its ſuperiority over every . 
other known, Government in the World. With theſe Sentiments, ſtrongiy impreſſed - 
«« on our minds, we pledge ourſelves to ſupport your Majeſty's Government; and the 
_ «« Conſtitution, with our Lives and Fortunes, againſt the Foreign Enemy, and the fame 
« principle will prompt us to every active exertion neceſſary for the ſuppreſſion of domeſtic” 
« Tumults. In all Communities, there will be Faction and Diſcontent; but the perver» 
ted ſubjects of your Majeſty's Government; cannot be numerous. Secure in Property 
and Perſonal Liberty, Faction againſt ihe Law and Conſtitution,” can originate only in 
*« folly or wickedneſs. Anxious as we naturally ure to ſee the peace af Europe reſtored; - 
« we are fully perſuaded that active and vigorous exertions ſor the proſecution of the 
90 eee the only effectual means to obtain it on fafe aud honoujable Terms, A 
der A ſmall, 
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4 5 {inall, but enrneſt (eſtimony of our zeal to ſupport your Majeſty's Government, the 
© 6 Conflitution of the Country, and 'the Rights of Society, groſoly violated by the prin. 
« ciplezand practices of the common enemy of Europe, we beg leave to ſubmit to your 
« Maſeſty, our wiſh to raiſe and embody three Regiments of Fencible Infantry, to ſerve 
«either in Great-Britain, in Ireland, or the Iſlands of Jerſey and Guernſey ; and we beg 
4 leave to recommend that the officers belonging to our military Eftabliſhment in India, 
« gow in Europe, may be employed in the ſaid Regiments, according to their reſpeRive 
«ranks, ſubje&, * however, to your Majeſty's approbation.” oo 


+ ee cloathed: by this Company, I ſhall only ſay, 
that if Counties and Towns, and even individuals in this kingdom, 
have maniſeſted their zeal, by raiſing Fencible corps, it appears to me 
- peculiarly incumbent on the Eaſt-India Company, to make a ſimilar. 
exertion ; who, in their territorial poſſeſſions, and in their vaſt com- 
_ mercial concerns, have a ſtake in the events of this war which, in point 
of magnitude, is ſuperior to the whole collective property of many of 
the independent ſtates in Europe. ' To comply with the eſtabliſhed 
Bye Laws of this Company, it is neceſſary to poſtpone the conſideration 
of my intended Motion for this day, I therefore move, Mr. Chairman, 


„ That u General Court be held on-the 24d inſtant, to take into conſideration an Ad- 
« dreſs to His Majeſty, expreſſive of the firm determination of | this Company to give 
te every ſupport in their power, to the Government of the Country, at this arduous 
, criſis, und particularly to expreſs'a wiſh to raiſe. and cloath three Fencible Regiments, 
« to ſerve in Oteat · Britain, Ireland, or the Iſlands of Jerſey and Guernſey, and to recom- 
e mend that the Officers belonging to the Company's military eſtabliſhment in India, now 
" in Europe, may be employed in thoſe regiments, ſubje& to his Majeſty's approbation,” - 


V. Jackſon" Barwis roſe to ſecond and ſupport the Motion, which he 
Aidin | words, 1525 þ + 5 140 n * 10 . ; 5 f 1 


Mr. Fitzgerald ſaid, after the very able manner in which the buſineſs 
of the day had been opened to the Court, he ſhould only requeſt its in. 
dulgence for a very few minutes. But, Sir (continued he) permit me to ob- 
ſerve; fever there was a period, ſince the firſt exiſtence of our Charter, 
when this great commercial Company was more peculiarly called upon to 
aſſiſt; with all its energies, the Government of the Country, in proſe- 
cuting a juſt, neceſſary, and on our part, unavoidable war; the preſent 
moment is chat eventful period l and ſurely, Sir, it would ill become 
that dignified gonſequence the Company holds in the general ſcale of 
the Empire, to be tarqh in bringing forward a meaſure of this . a | 
. | 8 | MW i 
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v hen almoſt all the corporate bodies, and moſt of the villages through-' -. _ 
out the kingdom, have ſhewn their alacrity to render ſervice to:their —- 
Country, by arming in her defence. . eee ee e e 
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contrary, let us prove to all mankind, that the preſſure of misſortune 
only augments the ſpring of our exer tion e e bes $7 A A! 


ourlelves, and generous to the public; I therefore heartily rejoice: that 

the intended Addreſs, will not only carry to the foot of the throne; the 
moſt animated expreſſions : of our warm attachment, and unſhaken 

_ loyalty, but that it will likewiſe be accompanied, or followed, by ſuck 

ſubſtantial proffers of aſſiſtance, as may be worthy of His Majeſty to 
receive, and of the Company to qifrf 8 


In the laſt war, I believe, the Company preſented Government win 
three ſhips of the line; but as the building, and equipping large ſhips of 
war, mult of neceſſity be a work of conſiderable time, I beg leave to ſug⸗ 
geſt, upon the good old maxim . Bis dat, qui citd'dat” that ifa liberal ſum 
of money were lent, without intereſt, or, given altogether to Govern-⸗ 
ment, towards - the proſecution of this war of -@/olute;neceſſity,; though 
I truſt in its conſequences of ultimate ſecurity, it mighi, poſſibly, be - 
more efficacious method of diſplaying our loyalty, than any other We 
cCould adopt, this I mention merely, as à hint for abler heads do improve 
upon. ET „ 5 3 $1 | T4 bs {354% Fo arts a et 33 MY” 


4 8 ? 3 ? . * - : Ee 


74 8 


And now, Sir, I have only to apologize for having this firſt time in my £234 

life, treſpaſſed upon the patience of the Court: but I felt it to be the bouns; 
den duty of every Proprietor to expreſs his unbiaſſed ſentiments on the 

_ Preſent occaſion prompted thereto hy no conſideration upon earth but” ? - 

an ardent zeal for the proſperity. of the Company in particular and the 
nation at large, whole intereſts are, indeed, ſo intimately connected; ſo 
nicely interwoven, that I may venture to ſay, they muſt in future be 
inſeparable, n Col 1 | 


5 EFT. 

bir Han bman ſaid, approving as he did moſt heartily, every effort 

that could be made to overthrow that horrid ſyſtem of anarchy, confu- 

fion and devaſtation, which was dong itſelf upon the Continent of 
c 


Europe, and which threatened to deſtroy the Conſtitution and happineſs 


of this kingdom, he felt great pleaſure in giving his voice in favour of 
the Addreſs beſore them; an Addreſs expreſſive, he believed of the 


* 
+ 


ſentirnents of a very great majority of this nation: and he hoped that 


the example; which the Company were about to ſet, would be followed 


by many, if not by all the corporate and commercial bodies in the 
e His Honourable Friend had ſtated, that this was a war againſt 
Property, and if ſo, how, he would aſk, ought it to be reſiſted? not 
« urdenſome taxes, affecting the poor, as well as the rich; not by 


additional exciſe, ſtill encreaſing the price of the moſt common 
-neceſfaries of life; no; in his opinion, Mr. Henchman ſaid, 


the force and power of property, ought to reſiſt the attack upon 
property, and ſuch being the caſe, who could be ſo proper, 


+45 the firſt Trading Company in the world, to take the lead upon 


— * 5 


well an gecaſſon. Let the Proprietors for a moment only, con- 
template the fate of the French Eaſt- India Company, and then conſider 


hat their own ſituation would be, if the ſame ſyſtem ſhould prevail 


Jo 


* 


Lou, Sir, will be driven from t 
Rll, and if we ever meet again in this houſe, it will be as ſuſpected 


. 


in this country, as in France; their property would all be put in 


Henchman, went on thus: 


requiſition (addreſſing the chairman, 
* * chair, which you ſo worthily 


 dfiftocrates or priſoners, —Sir, I am aware it will be ſaid, we cannot 


afford to give any pecuniary aid, that we cannot fulfil the engagements 
we have already wich Government; the honourable mover of the 
preſent addreſs, has ſo lately ſaid © that, the hand of power was upon 


© us,” and that the bargain we made was a hard one indeed for the Com- 


any”, that 1 did not expect he would propoſe any grant of money, 
ut 1 am happy-to find that he'is convinced the neceſſities of the ities 


dpi fuch an exertion; and T hope Sir, in what we are about to do, 


the late arrangement will not be interfered with; that we ſhall now 
._diſtin&ly conſider the alarming ſituation of public affairs, and the 
anger to which all property is expoſed ; and recollecting the im- 


. menſe ſtake we have, can we heſitrte a moment in agreeing that a 


. ſacrifice of ſome part is neceſſary to prevent, if poſſible, the loſs of the 

Whole, I am not aſhamed, I will confeſs, to acknowledge myfelf 
an alarmif in ſuch times as theſe; I hope the whole nation is 

alarmed, and being-ſo, that every man able to bear arms will take 

_ «part in defence of his country, inſtead of following the daſtardly ex- 


amples 
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amples of the Brabanters and the Dutch; it is not only money, but 
perſonal ſervice that is neceſſary; for be aſſured, when the mot ſe- 
rious day of trial comes, and we know not how ſoon it may, property 
will not be effectually defended by thoſe Who have none. Lerus 
conſider, if we ought not, and if we cannot with che ſtricteſt pro. 
priety, raiſe and maintain a number of men for the defence 127 the L 
e etre war. Sir, I am- ſatisfied, that 100% l. pwr  _*_- 
annum, would at this criſis, be much better diſpoſed of in the drr 
ence of England, than in eſtabliſhing Supreme Courts of Judicature a: 
Madras and Bombay, which, by common report, is in contemplatien 
of you Sir, and the Court of Directors at preſent. We hear of 'no © 
abuſes in the adminiſtration of public juſtice,” to male this arrange. 
ment immediately neceſſary, and individuals, who ate candidates n — 
this occaſion, will have ſtronger claims to ſuch preferment, if _ ” 
they give their aſſiſtance à little longer at home towards faving the 


i IS Lo of Sts 9 FAN e. 


9 There may be men among us, who think this war might have 
CE been avoided altogether,” and that we could quietly have enjoyed 
our Commerce and our Wealth, with theſe dreadfo) commotions 
around us; there are others, who think we ſhould” at all events 
make peace. I ſhall not attempt to argue theſe points; I reſpect 
the opinions of ſome of thoſe Gentlemen, yet I think we may 
depend upon the wiſdom of his Majeſty's Miniſters, that they | 
would not have made war without an abſolute neceſſity, and that et, 
they will make peace as ſoon as it is poſfible to do ſo, wich N 
ſafety to the Conſtitution, | and with advantage to the Nation: 
but I will juſt remark that thoſe who conceive'a Nation with a 
ſmall territory and population can continue to engroſs the trade 
of the whole world, without engaging in the conteſts of it, will 
be, woefully miſtaken, © We cannot expect, that we ſhall be ad- 
mitted peaceably to navigate from one extremity of the Globe to 
the other, that our Manufactures ſhall be allowed a ſale through- _ 
out Europe, that the Mandarins of China, and the ſavages of 
Nootka Sound, ſhall be clothed in Hur woolens, and that che 5 
tribute of our Aſiatic poſſeſſions, ſhall be realized by the ſales ß 
Indian manufactures in every r rn of Europe and America, 
unleſs we preſerve a reſpectable character among Nations, by the TEE 
| | force of our own arms, and by the purchaſe of other aſſiſtance, 
. through the means of that wealth, which we are daily accumulating. 
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But Sir, to return more immediately to the queſtion—1 hope 
it will be matter of conſideration whether we cannot maintain, as 


i a 
Th . « 8 8 
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Well as raiſe, theſe regiments; it is not neceſsary to decide at — 85 


- a difficulty upon my mind, how this patriotic gift can be bot 
legal and ſubſtantial; but my anxious wiſh and hope is that this 
difficulty may be removed, and I ſubmit to the Court whether it 
is not better that this point ſhould be cleared up, than that ſuch. a 
public body as the Eaſt India Company, ſhould have it im- 
puted to them, that they have impoſed upon the public at large, 


hut Sir, to haye theſe points explained, I wil | 
of offering the following reſolution. to the | ſenſe of this Court. 


ſent, becauſe fourteen days notice muſt be given before the Pro- 
Prietors can vote away any of the Company's money; we muſt 


" therefore have another General Court, and I will not conceal from 
this Court, that I feel many doubts whether under the Act of 
1793, any grant of this nature can be ſubſtantially made, the 
4 has been taken already out of doors, and it is better 


1 
to meet the queſtion fairly here, than to have it aſſerted againſt 
us, that we haye attempted to miſlead others by an example that 
*we knew to be fallacious at the time we adopted it. Gentlemen, 
ally to be made up of the concerns of this Company, and Whatever 
fuplns there may be, as far as Foo, oool. is the property of Go- 
vernment. Therefore every charge upon that account, will. take 
ſo much from the exceedings, of courſe from Government, and 


if that charge is in a gift. o Ships or Regiments to his Majeſty, 


it is only what the ſtate is entitled to, under the exiſting law; and 


even, if there ſhould be no exceeding at all, it will ſo much 


leſſen the balance of caſh which 18 carried to the next year's 
Account, and be felt in the ſame reſpect there; ſb that there is 


and that, with a great parade of loyalty and public ſpirit, they 


in fact have done nothing at all. I alſo think Sir, that whatever 
i done [ſhould be more preciſely ſtated to the Proprietors; they 
Mould know the expence and the mode of raiſing theſe regiments, 


that they ſhould be aware, whether they are giving'50, or 100, oool. 


8 05 That ſo much of the Addreſs ow propoſed, as te to miling Troops for the "EI Oe 
#* vice of his Majeſty, be referred to a Committee of the Court of Directors, and fix Pro. 


45, prietors, and that they do conſider what; number of men it may be expedient to offer, 


7% god the mode und expence of raifing the ſame—alfo the expence of their annual main- 


ee tenance, ſhould the Court deem it fit to take that charge upon themſelves, duriog the 


# War ; and in what manner this offer can be legally rendered the molt effectual aid to 


# Government, and report the ſame to the next General Court,” | 
n " ? 


no doubt, recollect that by law, a profit and loſs account is annu- 


take the liberty 
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Mr. Jackſon, roſe to. ſecond Mr. Henchman's:amendment, he 
ſaid, that the good ſenſe and moderation with which his honourable 
friend (Mr. Luſhington,) had brought forward the addreſs, prevented 
him the neceſſity of troubling the Cqurt at any length. He thanked 
him for having ſo worded it, that thofe whoſe ſenſihility and laudable 
jealouſy for the conſtitution, might have induced them to make ſume 
objections, could now accede to it with unanimity. He owned, KEDS 
that he for one, thought the times bore a gloomy aſpect indeed; he 
thought they called for the moſt deciſive expreſſions of loyalty; and 
the moſt energetick determinet ons to ſupport the conſtitutiom of the 
country, He differed, in one reſpect, from the Mover of the 
Addreſs; he was convinced, that the number of diffatisfied perſons 
was truly formidable; whether that number might not have been leſs, if 
his Majeſty's Miniſters had thought it expedient to indicate a ſpirit 
of accommodation, 'a diſpoſition to redreſs' grievances where real to 
reaſon againſt ther where imaginary, and repel the” factious aſſertion 
of them, where notoriouſly unfounded,” it was not ſor him to ſay, Tt 
was a point upon which wife and good men were known ta differ, 
He deeply lamented the confequence without pretending to afſign tlie 
cauſe; they muſt all however agree, that eireumſtanges called ſor the 
moſt ſpirited meaſures of defence,” as upon rendering the iſland im- | 
pregnable, depended, as had been truly ſtated, every thing dear and > 
valuable to the heart of man. The queſtion then was, what degree ene” 
of aſſiſtance could they afford the State, eonſiſtent with their pecus 
- niary engagements and with legal propriety ? Knowing that ſome dif- 
ficulties ſtood in the way from the nature of their late arrangement 
with Government, he approved his honourable friend's idea of a Com- 
mamittee; he ſtated that they were under obligatiens to pay Govern- 
| ment annually a large fum of money, provided that a ſufficient ſurplus 
x7 | | ſhould remain after difcharging certain other obligations; to take it 
| from that ſurplus would be idle, and convey no 'complimient/; but he 
thought that the Committee might deviſe ſome plan of getting over 
this difficulty. As to the amount of the propoſed afſfiftanee,” if it 
was to depend upon their preſent eircumſtanees, he was clearly ef 
opinion, that they could not affard to part with fixpenee; but taking 
their affairs in a general point of view, taking inte confideration the 2 
extreme peril of the moment, and above alt the influence which their 5 
example might have on other public bedies, to exert themſelves in , 
defence of their country, he thought, that they might ſafely accede to 8 
his honourable friend's motion for raiſing and cloathing three fencible „ 
regiments, which would pe * coſt 50,0001; Bur, "if it wan meant | 
to carry the matter further," JOS them allo Was POT | 
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he ſhould for many reaſons reſolutely oppoſe it. He ſaid, that am 
honourable gentleman, (Mr. Fitzgerald,) who had ſhewn himfelf de- 
firous of obtaining from them a very large ſum of money, had de- 
livered a ſentiment, which comprized the whole of his ideas on this 
part of the ſubject, and ought co have checked the zeal of the perſon _ 
who uſed it: Be juſt as well as generous.” Mr. J. ſincerely wited 
that - gentlemen would never propoſe * of money in that place, 
until they had taken the trouble to inform themſclves of the Com- 
pany's affairs, the debtor and creditor ſides of their accounts, and 
the quantum of their aſſets; he alſo wiſhed that thoſe preſent, 
would aſk themſelves what right they had to vote away the 
money of the abſent Proprietors, for whom they ought to con- 
ſider themſelves as Truſtees, or to diminiſh thoſe aſſets, upon 
which their Creditors depended for the payment of their de- 
- mands, Still more important was it for them to conſider if 
any grant which they were about to make, could operate to weaken 
that Guarantee Fund, which was meant to provide an ultimate ſecurity 
. to every Proprietor, for 300 per cent for his ſtock. It was well known, 
dl | that that arrangement had been the reſult of ſome hard-fought conteſts; 
wml it was now ſettled under a ſolemn act of parliament, and he hoped that no 
1 | man, in or out of that place, would ever dare to diſturb it. He reminded 
= the Court ofthe uniform conduct of the Bank Directors, who had preſerved 
| | the high reputation of their fund beyond that of any other in the coun- 
1718 try, by ſuffering no political queſtions to be agitated within their walls, 
15 making no improvident grants, and rendering it impoſſible for a fer 
Proprietors to come down and vote away thoſe ſums, which the Direc- 
tors conceived themſelves to hold in truſt, for the abſent Proprietors 
of all deſcriptions native and foreign. | 


MIx. Jackſon, ſubmitted to the judgement, and to the humanity of 
1 the honourable mover of the addreſs, if that part, which alluded to 
| thoſe unfortunate perſons now under trial, had not better be omitted 
| [| | altogether, as certainly tending to prejudice the publick mind; he men- 
| _ tioned in terms of great eulogium, the humane conduct of Lord 


| | Thurlow, who on a ſimilar occaſion in the Houſe of Lords, deprecated 
448 | the conſequence of reaſoning upon ſuch ſubjects, implored their lord- 
[| | ſhips not to draw concluſions fit only for a jury, and conjured them 


ll | | to remember that meas lives were at ſtake. Mr. Jackſon, again ex, 
Wt | - preſſed his hopes, that all publick bodies, that all ſocieties of men, 
=—_ and every individual would feel, as if upon himſelf depended the 
[if | ſafety of his country; a country worthy of being defended, becauſe it 
Wl poſſeſſed a conſtitution worthy of men to live under, without the full 
| 


© Enjoyment of which, if every man felt as he did, he would regard 
the iſland as worthleſs, and be indifferent as to who poſſeſſed it. F 


Sir Francis Baring ſaid, he did not riſe to ſtate his ſentiments on the 
Addreſs then, becauſe he did not think bat the fit moment for diſcuſſing 
it, as it would come under the conſideration of the Court a fortnight 
hence. He thought the Court could not go too far in expreſſions of 
attachment to the King and Conſtitution, but his doubts how 
far the Court was competent to vote away any of the Company's caſh, 
for that, or any other. publick purpoſe, before they had complied with 
the injunctions impoſed upon them by the charter, went farther than 
thoſe of the Honourable Gentleman who had propoſed the Amend- 
ment. By that charter, gentlemen would recollect, that Government 
were entitled to 5$00,000/. i there ſhould remain ſo much ſurplus, after" 
the other proviſions of the charter had been fulfilled. In his opinion, Sir 
Francis ſaid, there was not likely to be any ſurplus for Government this 
year, and as they had found it neceſſary to go to Parliament a few 
months ſince, for leave to borrow a Million, it would have a very odd 
appearance for the Company to be profuſe, eſpecially when, from the 
ſtate of their accounts, it would be evident that they had it not in their 
power to be even juſt, much more generous. Upon the whole, he 
thought it would be neceſſary for the Directors to take legal advice 
upon the ſubject, and not precipitately vote away large ſums of money, 
Vdile the exigences of the war kept their Treaſury empty. gr e ern 


Mr. David Scott (the Director) ſaid, it had not been his intention 
to have taken any part in the debate, but he thought it neceſſary to 
ſay a few words in conſequence of what had fallen from the Honourable 
Baronet, leſt an idea ſhould be entertained. prejudicial to the Company's _ 
ſolvency. The Company's affairs, Mr. Scott ſaid, were in a very floutiſh=' 
ing ſituation; they were undoubtedly rich, although from the exigencies 
of the war and from various other cauſes, the money was not actually in 
the Company's coffers. It was true they had applied to Government to 
borrow a Million that year, but it was equally true that it remained un- 
touched; the reaſon of the late application to Parliament was, that the 
ſupercargoes in China in conſequence. of the rate of exchange being 
very low, had received large ſums from individuals, and of courſe hag | 
drawn on the Court of Directors for the amount, not having an oppor- 

tunity of tranſmitting their amount home in goods. According to the 

laſt advices their ſupercargoes had upwards of a million ſterling in ſpecie 

in their hands. And another cauſe of their coffers not being full, Was 

the very great increaſe of exports to China, the returns for which had 
5 | Res 


W 
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door bet come to hand. In fact, the Company were fully ſolvent. He 
repeated it, that he had thought it neceſſary to ſay thus much Ne | 


| any miſconception that might get abroad, as to the ſtate of the Com- 
i pany's affairs. j Eh 
= Sir Francis Baring ſaid, it had been far from his intention to impeach 
1 ä the Company's ſolidity; he had merely riſen to ſuggeſt that there were 
wal two difficulties in the way of the Propoſition, which had that day been 
WA recommended, and which ſcemed to meet with the concurrence of every 
f LES entleman who had ſpoken on the ſubject, viz, the Bye-Law that 
1 it 8 had been referred to, and the conditions of their Charter under the Act 
(i of Parliament n the appropriation of the ſurplus for the uſe of 
10 | the publick. He well kaew that the emptineſs of the Company's cof- 
lf 1 8 fers, was owing to the exigencies of the war, and to the other circum» 
0 ſtlancoes ſtated by the Hon. Director. F 
. Mr. Prinſap approved the principle of che motion, and thought it 
—_ ' - highly became the Company, as the greateſt commercial body in the 
=_ kingdom, to take the moſt effectual means of ſtrengthening the hands 


Hh of Government. With regard, however, to the propoſed mode of pay- 
| PT ing for the three regiments out of the Company's caſh, he thought they 
ſhould not forget that they were acting as Fruſtees for the Proprietors 
Who were abſent; for his part, he could not reconcile himſelf to the 
voting away a large ſum, and that unſpecified, out of the general 
ſtoek of the Company; nor could he help entertaining two doubts 
on the ſubject of the propoſed Addreſs, the one reſpecting the 

| legality to adopt the object. of the Motion, the other reſpecting its 
efficacy if it were adopted; for if the appropriation under the laſt Act 
of Parliament were complete, the Proprietors had nothing to give; if 
the Act had abſolutely. appropriated the funds of the Company, their 
interference would be illegal. At the ſame time it would appear. un- 
en in the India Company, fo far to differ from the cuſtoms of the 
, as to approach the Sovereign empty handed, and as gentlemen 
talked of ſuppo ting Government with their lives and fortunes, he hoped, 
there would «5 no objection to what he was about to propoſe, though 
he would have been much better pleaſed, if his Honourable Friend had 

himſelf concluded his motion, in words to the fame purport with thoſe - 

he ſhould read to the Court, obſerving that he did not mean to move it 
as an amendment, but merely threw it out as a ſuggeſtion. + + 


, That the Court declare, unanimouſly, their determination to ſupport his Majeſty's 
Government to the utmoſt of their capacity, in reſiſtance of the common enemy, un- 


F gill the attainment of a ſafe and honourable peace, | 
| «© And 


* 
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| ec And that this Court do for themſelves individually, conſent and autberiſe the Court 


1 


of Directors to retain the increaſe of diridende beyond eight per cent” on the Reck 
| «© held by the Proprietors now aſſembled, and apply the ſame for the parpoſe of aiding”. 


« the executive Government, in the-preſent arduous conteſt {either as a free gift; ot by 


«« advancing it as a loan, without intereſt) untill the more flouriſhing ſtate of the Com- 
«« pany's affairs, ſhall afford a continuance of the 300, 000. per annum, which the kits. 


. 5 


© AR of Parliament: has directed to be paid to Goverment, 


And that this reſolution be recommended for the adoption of Abſentees? | + 
[Prom tlie murmurs of the Court, it was pretty obvious thiat' Mr, Princep's Propofition 
was not much.relifked.] | = FS | 3 


Mr. Jactſon ſaid, that: from the countenance of the Gentle 
man who made the propoſition, as well as from the reception it 
had met with by the Court, it was pretty evident that nothing 
 ferious was meant, but he roſe to give it a ſerious reply; becauſe * 


people out of doors, might not diſtinguiſh between the 
and the joceſe; and. he thought it behoved every man that had 


the intereſt of the Company at heart, to protect the reputation 


of its Fund, by 5 that nothing ſhort. of an Act of Par- 
liment, could alter that dividend, upon which ſo many depended 


er ter ſupport. He reminded the Henourable ' Gentleman, 


that though ſuch a propoſition might not, in point of moral juſtice, 
materially affect either of themſelves, as old Proprietors, yet per- 


7 haps, a great part of the perſons preſent, had bought their ſtock- 
paid a price accordingl y: 


Mir. 'Tolfree expreſſed his approbation of the” Addreſs and Motion 


ſince the increaſe of dividend, a 


and ſaw no reaſon why the Court ſhould not difpence with the By-Law, 


as they had done in the year 1780, when a propoſition for three ſhips 
of the line, and a bounty to two thouſand ſeamen was made in thar 


Court, and voted immediately; notwithſtanding the By-Law to the 


contrary; he therefore ſaw no uſe in the delay of fourteen days on an 


occaſion ſo great and important as the preſent. - Why not follow the 


more preſſing? Mr. Tolfree urged this very warmly. oe un 


Mr. Twining adviſed the Court to give Government effe@tual aſl 


ance, to do it with heart and mind, 'and' not content themſelves with 
empty profeſſions. He ſaw no uſe in going into nice and abſtruſe cal 


Culations, on a ſubject of that N let the regiments be raiſed, 


i F 
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| „„ 
and there was no doubt but the Company would find a way to diſcharge 
the expence. In his opinion, nothing ought to delay the buſineſs, 


Mr. Laſbington ſaid, the objection ſtarted, reminded him of the ac- 
tion of Scipio Africanus, who, when his accounts were called for, upon 
his return fm his campaign againſt Carthage, tore his papers, and 
bid them look to his conduct as the beſt proof of the rectitude of his 
*accounts. _ . 8 | one nary 


i... Serjeant Watſon expreſſed his ſurpriſe, that ſuch objections ſhould be 

urged, as had come from theHonourable Gentlemen who had propoſed 

the motion for delay, and which had been ſupported by the Honourable 
Bart. behind the Bar. Did the court conſider the preſſing exigency of 
the occaſion?Did they recollect that the preſent war was unlike any former 
War that had preceded it? that the enemy was at the gate, and not only 
their Conſtitution, but their Religion, Laws, Liberty, and every thing 
that was dear and ſacred was at ſtake ?' Did it become a great Company, 


Company with the largeſt capital employed in commerce, perhaps in 


the four quarters of the globe, in ſuch a momentous criſis to ſeek re- 
ſuge from a motion like that under diſcuſſion behind their deſks, and coldly 
go to pen and ink, and enter into nice and minute calculations, in order to 
Re what quantity of ſhillings, pence and farthings would make up the 
exact amount of the balanse of their affairs. Lee them recolle& that 
to the meaſure in queſtion, only two parties could have any thing to tay, 
that Court on the one part, and Government on the other. Did they 
hear of an objection from either quarter? Did they themſelves object? 
certainly not, for every Gentleman who had ſpoken in the debate, was 
warm in expreſſing his eg of the motion, and even wiſnhed the 
meaſure to be carried ſtill further, if it could be legally ſo carried. Had 
they heard of an objection from the other quarter? No man would pre- 
tend, that he knew of any. If there was any objection from that quar- 

ter, they would be ſure to hear of it, and it would be time enough to at- 
tend to it when it came. But he might venture to ſay, that no objection 

would be heard of f om that quarter. To what end then, oppoſe their 
immediately voting the addreſs? Their By-Laws were of their own 

making and ſubject to their own controul ſolely. They might either 
- ſuſpend or reſcind them, as occaſion ſhould require. The precedent: of 
the year 1780, in voting the three ſhips" of the line, was a rule to go 
by. Why not follow'it,' and do that now, which the Court had then 
done, in a caſe of no ſort of comparative importance? Let them conſi- 
'» der the nature and eircumſtances of the war, a war in the neareſt de- 


43% (5 5 | | 7 | gree 


> _— 


gree intereſting to every Britiſh Subject; a war that was brought to ſuck - 
ere that Hanibal was actualiyj at the gate, and the danger at our 
door. Were they, at ſuch a time, to talk of By-Laws, and le 
opinions; they ſtood in no need of the one, and they had à ſovereign 
command over the other. Ought a great Company, with the enemy 
at their Portal, to heſitate: about voting ſuch a paltry ſum, as 50 or 
o, oool. for the ſupport of Government? Did any man imagine that 
the giving away ſuch a trifle, would make a Bankrupt of the Eaſt- Ms 
India Company? Who ſuſpected, or would preſume to ſay, that their = 
affairs were ſo deſperate, or that he felt the leaſt alarm of any ſuch A 
event being the conſequence of immediately acceding to the propoſi- | 5 
tion, and ſhewing the publick how heartily they were inelined o 0 
ſtrengthen the arm of Government, by a ready and unanimous vote bf 
the chree Regiments? Did he not know the Gentleman, from whom 
the motion for delay had come, he ſhould have ſaid, it was intended © | 
<inſidiouſly to cut up the Addreſs and its obje& by the roots, and ſug= _ . 
geſted, as a mode of under mining, what could not be met openly.  * 
Bages the By-Law, the Serjeant ſaid, could be attended with 
no inconvenience, and therefore he ſaw no reaſon whatever, for wait- 
ing fourteen days before they voted an Addreſs, to which it was evident 
there was no objection. PUKE e Pas 6 Fe a ld 
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Mr. Benſey (a Director) commended, in warm terms, the prin- 

ciple of the motion, and thought, that let the expence be hat 

it would, it ought to be incurred, and might be ſpecialy provided | 

* for; but in his mind the ſum of 50 or 60,0001. which had been the | | - 
amount mentioned, would by no means cover the expence, it might | ; 
be 100,000l. or even 200, oool. But that in his mind made no 

difference; at the ſame time, he declared that he ſaw no good 

reaſon for precipitately paſſing over a By-Law, of which the Court 

- had been formally en and a due attention to which would 3 
only create a delay of fourteen days before the Court finally did | 
that, which it ſeemed to be their unanimous. intention to concur in 


Mr. Benſley ſaid, he had little expected to hear the ſort = 
argument that had been urged to induce them to carry the 
matter to an immediate deciſion; much leſs had he imagined | 

_ - that he ſhould have heard from a Gentleman of the Long Robe, 4. | 
a recommendation totally to diſregard the Laws of the Company, 
in order to ſupport the Conſtitution. Mr. Benſley again ſpoke 

with zeal in ſupport. of the queſtion, as originally. moved, and 
1735 thought 


ah 24 1% 
w 3 


f 5 k 
% 


5 a, 
8 b „ 6 
Tin ever ie Gift n TOOL = of 00 WTO Ort „rn: In 9143 
ande it dae Lan 4 better and à more reſpect c bee 
come with the unahimous approbation and fa fie Court 


after; deliberate conſideration, and a ei e aa d ef 
d. Company's By-Law. 5 a e ee 


bl | Sir Francis Baring, e * de tas 4 tet” circum 
ſtance of the tranſaction in 1780, either had been forgotten, or not 
79 to the gentleman, who. had mentioned it, viz.” the indernnit 
entered into. he fame. objection had then been taken, as was 1 
N inſtance inſiſted on, and to obviate it, an . 
an was offeted, accepted, and entered into immediately by eo 
| Adel proprietors, and ratisfied at the next General Court. 8 Y 
| . Francis obſerved, that it was not mefely the By Law that ſtood in 
a ie way of gentlemen, who ſo warmly p Mea for an jinſtant decifior 
| 5 0 the queſtion, but a matter of foo higher conſequence, viz: 
=. he Charter of the Company, ſo lately ſettled by at of parliament. 
= - Wide better conſideration, and takin legal ier on the 5 5 
| he much doubted whether the Court o Directors were watran to 
Interfere in the diſpoſal of any of the Company's caſh, before the Pro. 
= - viſions of the Charter, with regard to the appropri ff their profits, 333 
i X | 'were completely fulfilled. ''It appeared te that it Would be na- e 
| S "gatory and Froilleſs to enact Bye, if they were to be liable to ſudden 
"Rt | ee and he aero red: that the company ſhould not 
3 ly forego the obecience due from them to an expreſs act of parlia- 
'$ - | ment; he could not help therefore, feeling great ſurprize at the we Fs 
. Fe age of the learned ferjeant, who in his 'cagernely for the m 
ing carried, ſeemed * Ae over r la, eg e the con- 
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Mr. Hauch be 354 * might 0 a ink ch in Nr the 
Series Serjeant's perfonal attack Upon him, It was to be lure, onl 
1 fi 6 wind, but tfiat ſide wind, in his opinion, came fo. very nearly 
| „that he thought he was under the neceſſity of callin 190 the 
Jextned: Serjeant to point out when his conduct had been inſt tous, and 
whether in' any Motion he had ever made in that Court, he had given 
cauſe to juſtify ſuch an inſinuation? He relied upon the candör of the 
Oourt, and: defied the learned, gr to make good his ſuggeſtion. - 
LTH (1695 JIG TAG 244 4. 814 9111. 03 VI MIDI 30 1 
Mr. beau, Walfon 1 led to We Conte re bg ches he had not 
ſpoken guardedly, When he treated of che Niotion pr zpoſed'by the 


Hon. Gentleman, and expreſaly * that & if he had not. * 
the 


GP: 


the Gentleman, who moved the Amendment, he ſhould have ſuſ- 
pected it was meant inſidiouſly to undermine. the Motion; but he 
did affure the Hon. Gentleman, he believed him to be incapable of 

pech ond. n 


Mr. Henchman thanked the learned Gentleman for his explana- 


- 0 5 and proceeded. He ſaid he wondered, as much as any man, to 


ear the learned Serjeant in particular, call out fo loudly for diſ- 
penſing with the laws; if it Was done on one occaſion, it could be 
done on any, and where the purpoſe was not fo clearly patriotic as 
the preſent. He appealed to the juſtice of the Court, againſt ſuch a 


_ - ſtep; and as to the precedent of 1780, he begged the proceedings 
might be read; it would then appear that no indemnity was Hale, i 


or entered into, for the three ſhips, but only for a oy of a few 
Thoufand Pounds, given to the ſeamen. He had been ſcarcely leſs 
aſtoniſhed to hear the learned Serjeant treat with fo much levity, the 
idea of a Commercial Body having recourſe to pen and ink, when a 
ſubject of ſo important a nature, and immediately affecting their. caſh 


account, was for the firſt time ſtarted; ſo far from thinking upon this 


Point, as the learned Serjeant had ſaid he did, Mr. Henchman de- 
+ clared he hoped never 0 85 the day, when that Company ſhould de- 
cide any thing, when they were called upon to grant money, before 
they had reſorted to their deſks and examined their affairs, in order to 
aſcertain whether they were able to afford the grant, without injuſtice 


to their creditors, or injury to the abſent Proprietors. - 


Mr. Jackſon, began 2 very able reply to Mr. Serj. Watſon, by expreſi- 
ing a wiſh that the court would indulge him for a few ents his 


own defence. He appealed tothe recollection, and to the candour of the 
Proprietors, if any thing like oppoſition to the principle of the buſineſs, 
had proceeded from himfelf, or any one of his Honourable friends 
they had only wiſhed. to be | circumſpe& in the diminution of that 
fund, which was to pay their dividend, and fatisfy their creditors ;. they 
had only afked for time to enquire what aid they could x 

_ conſiſtent with propriety and juſtice. The Directors, indeed, had gone 
further, feeling themſelves in the delicate fituation of truſtees, as well 
of the privileges, as of the property of the Company and doubting 


the legality of the meaſure, they had, like men of honour,| preferred 2 
ſenſe of their duty, to the erin of intemperate zeal, and had defired 


leave and time to conſult that eminent and able legal authority, which 
the conſtitution of the Company 1 pf placed at their elbow ; what 
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was: the Court to tlrink of the motives ofthoſecwhs refaſe then tack; aſaꝰ 


ſiſtanoe and denied them opportunity ifororefledtions lt unanimĩty was! dg) ict 
defirableawhe!believedithe Hon. Mover of the Addreſs fel and dther 
perſuns pretended they thought ãt to heb i why wantonly provoke coppo=0 
ſition, and place the friends: oſ the Company in the painful predicament 
ol riſle ing inſinuations ofidiſloyalty, or conſentingito that code of laws n 
(tuch related to every part of the vaſt machine of their affairs; Am 
which had coſt himſelf, and others, twelve month&zto framei) being >! 
vidlated and treaterl as regulations that were to bind, or not, accordes 
ing to the humour of the court, or the influence of thoſe: who thought 

_—_— attend it ꝰ He ſolemnly proteſted againſt ſuch attenipts as ha 

een lately made to fer aſide their ancient inſtitutions; in order td 
carry the purpoſe of thoſe preſent. The Committee who, med the 
By-law; in queſtion, ſoreſdeing ſuch à moment as the preſent, had 
enacted that no grant of money ſhould be made, without fourteen days 
notice; upon that law alone, hung the ſecurityiof every man that pur- 
cha ſed into their ſtock, for if once it was underſtooct out of! doors, that 
ſuch was the Conſtitution of the Company; that a few perſuns, ſtimulat:- 
ed perhaps by a laudable enthuſiaſm, or, perbaps, i with aviewtopleaſe 10 
certain political connections, with whom they wiſhed to ſtand well; 
could make a party in that court, ſuddenly to yotecaway the property of 01 
the Company, the reputation; of its fund was gone; and no ſenſible 
man would expoſe his fortune to ſuch caſualty. He repeated; his warm 
attachment to the Conſtitution; he meant unequivocally the Conſtitution 
of King, Lords, and Commons, as aſſerted at the Revolution; and, if 
neceſſary, he would die in the laſt ditch to defend it. But his zeal did 
noti ſiap there q next to the Conſtitution of the Country he valued the 
Conſtitution of that Company he had ſpent ſome ſewiyrars of his life in 
fludyingits affairs, and in humbly endeavouring to promote its intereſt, 


andi ns honour; he would not now tamely witneſs the overthrow of its 


est palladium; he meant that ſaſeguard; which the law had ſet over 

eir treaſury ; and if an attempt at once ſo violent, fo. wanton, and 
imperidus,; was perſiſted in, he truſted that he had friends enough about 
him ha knew ſufficiently! what they owed to themſelves, to. join tc 
in demanding a bullat upbn that diſtinct propoſition. (a cryiofꝰ 
bean i bean) What muſt that Court, or the publick think, f che 
conſiſtenoy, or qthe ſincerity of | thoſe Gentlemen, who, in the ſame 
breath in which» they tieplored the calamities that had befallen France, 


were urgingithein dello Nropriutors to the very meaſure chich had occa - 


ſioned them, namely, that of voting by acclamation. Tbeichorrorg 
which r France, had been moſt emphatically deſcribed, by the 
Sil ES F ö 


5 r TY 
| very: perſons: who: inſiſted upon an! imication: of their conduct, cho cle 
nied to the Court: time or mieatis foruUeliberation,>whom nothirig would! 
fatisfy;but revolutionary movements, owha daild, xhat-tozpauſeiwas-to:be -:> 
incivic, and who called doubt diſſafection. Was this a doctrine than 
accorded with the purpoſe of their meeting If hey expected tha 
humbler klaſſes of their fellow citizens to fight for the Conſtitution; t 
them be taught ta reverence it. If they expected ĩt to he reverenced 
let chem ſhew-by their own example, the ſacred eſtimation in Which lit 
was held. Had they any ching to apptehend from the principles i = 
their coνẽẽtrymen ? no they had ſhewed their loyal; had then an 
thing to apprehond from their temper ? no; that was generous to a pro- 
verh; from whence then, proceeded their fears hy, conſeſſedly, leſt 
then people ſhould fall into the error, into which the court as about to 
plunge itſelf, that of diſdaining deliberation. Leſt following on the ini- 
pulſe of che moment, withaut judgement or diſcrĩtnination, and unden 
no other guidance thanothein 1 might pull down the 
pillars of that ſublime ſabfick, which had been ſo eloquently deſeribad, 
burſt through the ſacred pale of private property, trample upon all- 
order, moralsd and religion, and commit thoſe other exceſſes \alledgedi19 |: 
be the reſults of popular rgove ments Ought ãt to be renderei poſiible:> 
for chem to quote the / example of the Eaſt India Company, who, with > 
as little judgement, and diſetĩimi nation, and perhaps witlpleſs. reaſun be- 
cauſe unprovoked; were lteſtifying publickly their diſregard to their o.] h 
laws, and calling it patriotiſm to ſet them at defiante Fhe only ren - 
ſon which had been aſſigned for this precipitancy, was to give greaten 
weight to their reſolution; he had always: underſtood that reſolutioms 
which were known to reſult from grave and ſerious diſſouſſion weighicbon 
more with the publiek, than thoſe which Were ckgawn/to;proceed οꝗ8n 
raſh, and unqualified zeal; he ho thete fore, that: Gentlemen would: 
not drive him to the neceſſity of demanding a ballot to preſerve the law. 
As for the Addreſs, he had befbre ſaid, that he agreed Aubſtatinally; it: 
with it; he only intreated the Honourable Gentleman to leave out that: 
part which could produce nd good whatever, and might affect the lives. 
of onrœcountrymen no upon ſtriab by a jury uf their peers. Mr. Jackſon! i: 
ſaidꝭ o he was anxious that on tht pH per day the / Court ſnould agree mmm 
vote the Regiments, provided ii could be done conſiſtent with their late 
Charter; becauſe he thought the ſum of 50, ol. could not materially 
affect them, and i becauſe he thought the example neceſſary aud of mor 
conſequemce toi Government, than the value of ie; ebnſidered as aa 
pecuniarxaid .  NOHDSNTALDV% YU BOLTON Ic 5&1 (SINE, SHINS ano 
i 46 gICNlb yisoedgma ỹ²? aD bad en babett:g Dice 
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The Lord Mayer, declared he ſaw, no objetion to the Court's corn 
to an immediate vote on the Addreſs ;- he ſaid, he had not had ce. 

vantage of hearing the hon. genileman's( Mr. L.'s),opening, but was en- 
abled from what he had heard of the debate within the laſt half-hour, 
; well to collect the ſenſe of the Court, and the courſe which the 
\ reaſoning of the day had taken. The By-Law, the ſubject of objection, 
appeared to him to him to be a very frivolous one, and he could not help 
obſerving, that they were not called upon to act in deflance of any Act 

_ of Parliament, any Law, or any Charter, but merely to ſet aſide a 

By- Law made by themſelves, over which they had abſolute authority, 
and thereſore they could ſet it aſide whenever they pleaſed. No other 
legal objection had been ſtated, but that of the By-Law, which he con- 
tended, was meant to guard againſt ſudden and imprudenit grants of 
money to individuals, but not to ſtand in the way of a great queſtion 
ke the preſent. This By-Law, had, in a former war, been paſſed 
by on a fimilar occaſion,; and no man could fay, that the Proprietors of 
at day were not fully juſtified in the ſtep they then took, although the 
Company wag not then in that flouriſhing ſtate it now happily was. It was 

| + perfeQly-fafe and proper to follow ſo good a precedent, and it was a cuſ—- 

NF | \ tomary« thing to diſpenſe with a By-Law, which ſtood in the way of a 

= great object in all other great corporate bodies; in the Court of Com- 

\ mon Council it was done repeatedly, He ſnould not have objected to 

—_ the motion as originally moved, for taking the ſubject into conſideration 

[ 5 Pourteen days hence, but as ſome gentlemen expreſſed a deſire to come 


immediately to a vote on the Addreſs propoſed, and other gentlemen, 
+ who objected thereto, maintained that no evil could. ariſe from delay he 
begged to afl, if it was nothing to Keep the minds of the Proprietors in 
A fate of diſqviet and uncertainty during that period, and to give an op- 
Portmmicy to the enemies of this Country, to act upon the weak' and 
| _—___ + timid, to tet riſy ſome with imaginary attacks on their rights and privi- 
1 x ledges, and to- inflame others with falſe ſtatements and falſe arguments? 
SE Was it nothing to give ſo much time to the writers inthe public prints in 
the pay of the French Convention, and to the Jacobin Societies in the 
metropolis, to hold . out. to the world, that this Company heſitated at 
me wing ſo great-a proof of their loyalty, and attachment to their king 
auch cohatry ? For his part he knew but little of the Jacobin prints of - 
late, as dhe had for the laſt three months been ſo much the ſubject of 
their N that he had oo them aſide. The gentlemen ho had brought 
UW this buſineſs before the Court, were too well known for their honourable 
1 | and independent conduct, to bring any meaſure forward that they were 
1 OY not well warranted in by the rules and practice of the company. He 
1 | | | Dn ſhould 
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ſhould be ſorry, i 7 Court duke 3 to, go 8 1 foot of the 
| hr > M nin offers eir hives and 
ONE Mn 92 dh T's 5 as A great 1 
i 5 We Ton 75 Land the moſt Pet neus tha had'ever 
5 the Civil &, und When ls Was ſofry to ſuyß 
ad; a 173 to e 1 number of difaffected pe 5e 
£10gdom, Was greater than had been (generally imagined?" Fo ſet 


© a glorious example of loyalty to other 3 cnt gd 6s 
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Wag peculiar propriety” in the "Company's raiſing” the propoſed":regi-/ 


ents, of Fencibles, as it ns certain, that in ceaf any inv aten, ior 
N 5 ſul infarreckton, the firſt; object would be the wealth and property 
..of the ompany,” Had tlie late ribts continued, this (aft India) Houle, 
i its extenſive warchouſes, would have been attacked by che rioters, 5 
nad | if. carried, the nad ole would have been bog por and the edifite 
| G Taſed to the This, his Eordfhip ſaid from his own knowletd ledge, 
515 fenen fee enabled him to. Pott himſelf of the fas which 


che come. before hi Kh within the laſt three trionths. Covld'any' man; who 


and] Bears what paſſes, doubt the intention of the enemy to make a de- 

N k. on this country, dd if ſuch a deſcent be made, that the deſtrut- 
Ns don the metropolis will be the firſt objet᷑t ? Perhaps by the time theſe 
1 4285 fencible regitnents 3 are raiſed, their firſt ſerviee wWill be the guard and 
efence; of your. very, warehouſes, n What thee danger appears ſo immi- 


are the Proprietors o Wait fourteeri days to determine if iris ri 5 | 


nent 
. tot chem to es en e | Remy: which thei oy 4 their _—_— 


ge fleman.of C 5 bee e chioke” e dea tis 
"Fe 8 e in 1 1 he es a part, in order to feng Hat 
e e were, however few, that concufned with um it option; 
5 Caſe, he hoped there would be a 32707; betauſt it would fh 
thoſe were that objected to the Addteſs, A who were willing to 

5 ] 1 51 it. He deſſted therefore, that a Ballot might be demanded. 
a pliers immediately exclaimed, then I demand one,” |: It Was 


te would die in the laſt ditch" bat if the enemy really zor 

5 . A landing, the true way to defend the country; his Lordſhip ſaid, 
would. be to meet them bravely on the ſea-ſhote ;j that was ©theditch® a 
brave man ſhould die in. He therefore hoped, that che Addrels Pro- 
ee WR 
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EN entlemen, that chey would detend thei country to the vtmoeſt 


_ Mr. Fack/an roſe to explain, and reminded his. Lordſhip. that it was. 
not againſt, che Addreſs, but again | any infraction :of cheir Jaws; that 


' | : / ; as 1. 2111 : | | 
he had faid he would demand 4 Ballot. tin n n Ig 1000 e n 
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Sir Fran ir Baring again ſuggeſted the particular proviſtons of the laſt: 
act of Parliament, which were poſitive and clear, with regaid to the 
appropriation of the ſurplus of their profit, and thence he ſhewed that 
e Lord Mayor was not correct, when he ſo broadly aſſerted that the7 
were not called upon to act in defiance of any Law. He had already 
hinted his doubts on that point, and had ſtated that it appearęd to him 
that the Court of Directors mult take legal advice upon that particular, 
before they could act, as they were then called upon to act. Sir Francis 
ſald, he ſhould have a good deal to ſay himſelf, upon the ſubject of th 
Addreſs and Motion, although he was as anxious as any man, that the 
Company ſhould avow its attachment to the King and Conſtitution, in che 
warmeſt and moſt loyal manner, but he would reſerve his ſentiments til; 


o 


the Court ſhould meet again. 5 b $4 S565 RESBLOT We Þ Wir r It £43) art 202 gy 


Mr. Barwis recommended as a means of getting rid of the preſent . 

difficulty, that the Court ſhould that day vote the Addreſs ſingly, nd 

leave out the part reſpecting the tender of the three regiments, till the ' 
23d inſtant, when they might vote it without violation of the By- 


Mr, 41d. Pickett obſerved, that it was his intention to have met the 
queſtion of addreſſing his Majeſty much earlier in the Debate, if it 
had been brought forward in the terms that appeared in the papers. 

He thought the reſponſibility of Miniſters would, in a great meaſure, 
be done away, if public bodies were to take upon themſelves to ſaxß 
that the war was J and 7 He was of opinion there never 
was a moment when his Majeſty's Miniſters ought more to be held to 
their reſponſibility. He ſpoke of the calamities of the war, the enor- 
mous expence it was to the nation, and its deſtructive operation in 
Society, with regard to the peace of families, good order, induſtry; 
trade and commerce, &c. e thought ſuch an addreſs ought not to 
originate with the Proprietors of India Stock, as it was well. knotem 
they were a partial body, and great numbers very much intereſted: by 
the continuance of the war, and that large fortunes, were making 
thereby. He admired the conſtitution of this country, of King, Lords 
and Commons, and thought it competent to every exigency that 


might ariſe, and fo long as, Miniſters were ro/ponſbley he thought 
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theught the country ought chearfully to conſent to pay any increaſe of 
taxes He very much difapproved public ſubſcriptions, as a ſpecula- 
tive ſyſtem out of the conſtitution, 'and dangerous in their tendency. 
Intereſts and ſituations were very different, ſome men would be highly 
gratified, and tlieir families exceedingly benefited; While others 
would be excited to come forward to the great injury of themſelves and 2 
connexions. If the ſyſtem of ſybicription was thoroughly inveſtigated, —_ 
he was inclined to think, that it would ſave very little, if any thin #7 | ; 
- the reſources of government. He contended for adjournin — > "ajicg h | 
. neſs; and faid; if the propoſition would not bear fourteen days conſi- 
deration, it ougłit not to paſs, independent of its being an infraction on 
their Charter. He was much aſtoniſhed to hear a Gentleman of the pro- 
feſſion ſpeak ſo lightly of Charters, when it was in the recollection of 
every perſon preſent, that one great Lawyer's obſervations in the Houſe ..- ; 
of Commons on the ſame ſubject, were never forgotten through the te- 
mainder of his life. He reprobated in the ſtrongeſt terms, the raſhneſs © : 
of coming to an mmeaiate reſolution to raiſe three regiments at an' 
enormous expence, after what had fallen from ſome of the Diremtors, 
with regard to the finances of the Company, and particularly as te 2 
Specific propuſition was totally unknown to the abſent Proprietors. 


Mr. Laſpington ſaid, no man reſpected the LaviWAthe Company or 
the Laws of the Land more than he did; he was not in the leaſt 
inclined to diſregard either, but was perfectly willing to do which ever 
of theſe two things, the Court ſhould think proper: either to vote the | 
* Addreſs ſingly, and not to preſent it till after the 23d inſtant, when the | . 
: - propoſition reipeCting the three regiments might be voted without viola. | 

tion of any By-Law or regulation of the Company, or to vote the 

whole that day, and join with thirty other Gentlemen in a hond of in- 

demnity for one thouſand pound each, to be immediately ſigned. 

With regard to the number of the dilaffefted, notwithſtanding what 

had been ſaid on that ſubject by his Hon. and Learned Friend, which ©... 

had been confirmed by the Lord Mayor, he was ſtill of opinion that it 

was bn mean wennn !! penn oloons 
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Mr. Barwis - declared” his readineſs to join in the indemnification 

which his honourable friend had juſt ſuggeſted, if that mould be 
deemed by the Court, to be the moſt adviſeable mode of proceeding 


7 7 25 * 3 -y- a ; 5 < £4 1 1 1 13 2 Genn! > 3 
Mr. Twjning obſerved; that unanimity was, on ſuch an important oc ca- 


ſion, ſo extremely deſirable, that he'couki'nor help recommending it ro * 
: Ya, 0 c N : J : . | a ; 7 * 8 3 * N 


notice. 


i 36 


thoſe, who were anxious to vote the tender of the Regiments immediately, 
to agree to the original Motion, and to let the queſtion paſs by way of 


) 0 


Mr, Henchman (having defired to ſee the Book of Minutes) referred 


to the entry reſpecting the Ships of the line and the Bounty to ſeamen, 
which were voted. in 1779, and not in 1780, as had been erroneoully 
: ſtated. PF | W „ | | HT OS 90 | 


re Minute. in queſtion was read by the Clerk, from which it appeared that the 
indemnification alluded to, referred only to the ſum propoſed to be adyanced immedi- 


' ately, by way of Bounties 10 Seamen, but not to the Ships, which were finally determined 


upon at a ſubſequent Court. ] 


Mr. Serjeaut Watſon adhered to his opinion, that to vote both 
the Addreſs and the Motion immediately, was the moſt deſire- 
able thing that. could be done, and he, {till faw no valid ob- 
jection to it, becauſe they had before their eyes a precedent for 


the ſuſpenſion of the Company's By- Law on a great occaſion, though 


certainly not on an occaſion of ſuch preſſing exigency as the 
preſent. To follow the precedent now, would the Serjeant ſaid, in his 
judgement, be the beſt poſſible thing, and if the beſt of all pſſiohle 
things could not be bbtained, they would do well to make choice of _ 
the next beſt; and he would ſtate his reaſons why he thought it more 
adyiſeable to adopt the original Motion with ſome qualification, than 
to come into the preſent ſuggeſtion of voting the Addreſs unani- 
mouſly, and voting the tender of the regiments under the ſanction of 


an indemnification. In the firſt place, it was of eſſential uſe to be 


unanimous on ſuch an occaſion, and on that ground only it was worth 
while to wait fourteen days, before they decided on the whole queſtion; 
beſides, if they followed that mode he had laſt mentioned, they would 


ſend up to the Sovereign two unconnected and incoherent things, viz. 


the Addreſs itſelf, unanimouſly voted by the General Court, and 
couple with it a tender of three Regiments ſtanding on the opinion and 
authority of ſome thirty or more of individual Proprieters. Thus the 


| whole would be a disjointed proceeding, and could not, in ſtrict con- 


ſtruction, be deemed altogether the unanimous act of the General 
Court. To avoid therefore incurring ſuch a dilemma, he thought it 
would be better to ſuſpend the whole queſtion under the original 
Motion, till the next Court, to be held on the twenty-third inſtant, by 


Which means the Court might vote the whole unanimouſly, without 
Violation of the By-Law. At the ſame time that he recommended 


the 
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the adopting the fourteen. days adjournment, the Serjeant repeated his | 
firſt declaration, that the beſt of all poſſible things would be to vote | 
the whole that day, if it could be dene with unanimity. With regard 
to the qualification of the Motion, that he had alluded to, he ſnould 
move, that the reaſon of poſtponing the coming to a vote at that time 
ſhould be 1 to the Motion by mentioning that ſuch a By-Law, * 
e 


af ſuch a ſection required that fourteen days notice, ſhould be given 
in writing previous to the making any Motion for any grant or any 
ſums of money out of the Company's caſh, &c. : hs 67 i 
Mr. Fack/on ſaid, he was always glad to agree with his Learned 
Friend, when he could do ſo conſiſtently with his own feelings and his 
ſenſe of Public Duty. The doctrine that the Learned Serjeant had | 
juſt laid down, was ſo ſound that he concurred in it completely, it was | 2 
Certainly right and neceſſary to prefix the words of the By-Law | 
to the Motion, becauſe it not only manifeſted the reſpect which | 
the preſent Court thought due to their By-LIVws, but eſtabliſned: : —- 
a precedent of lo ſtrong and marked a deſcription, that he truſted no- 1 
man would on any future occaſion venture an attempt to ſuſpend them 
for the purpoſe either of gratifying his impatience, or indicating his 
zeal, | NN OY BY ROY 
* Major Scott declared himſelf ready to come to an immediate vote of | 
the Addreſs and Motion annexed, - but as unanimity was extremely EY 
defireable, he thought it would be better to wait fourteen days, than 5 
carry the queſtion in the face of a difference of opinion. - 


Upon a reference to the books, it was ſeen in what manner the By- 6 
Law in queſtion was worded, and theſe words having been prefixed to - 
the Motion, "474 4+. ING: | 4, AID * 1 


* 


FJ Fr being ordained by the By-Laws of this Company, Cap. 8, Sec. 4. That no 
Z | « Motion ſhall be made in a General Court, to make any Grant of any fums of Money | 
b 0 out of the Company's Caſh without notice being given in writing by the perſons pio- 
« poſing the ſame, and publiſhed by the Court of Directors, atleaſt 14 days previous 
* to the holding of ſuch General-Court.” | 7 . | | 


1 the Motion, thus amended, paſſed unanimouſly, in the following words: 


7.1 being obſerved, that it is ordained ty the By Laws of this Company, Cap. 8. Sec 4. Th t 
no motion ſhall be made in a General Court, to make any grant of any ſums of Mony out of the 
Company's Caſh without notice being given in writing ty the perſons propoſing the ſama, and | 
1 ub iſbcd by the Court of Directors, at leu t Vays previous to the holding of ſuch General Court. | | 
1 | 1 * | Reſolve * 
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(36) 
Reſolvel Unanimouſly, therefore, © that a General Court be held on THURSDAY T 
«« the 24d Inſtant; to take into conſideration an Addreſs to His Majeſty, expreſſive of 
* the firm determination of this Company, to give every ſupport in their power to 
« the Government of the country, at this arduous criſis; and particularly to expreſs a 
„ wiſh to Raiſe: and Cloth thiee Fencible Rsgiments, to ſerve in Great-Britain, Ireland, 
% or the Iſlands of Jerſey and Guernſey, and to recommend that the Officers belonging 
to the Company's Military eſtabliſhment in India now in Europe, may be employed 
* in thoſe Regiments, ſubject to his Majeſty's approbation,” & 


Mr. Henchman then roſe to have the queſtion put for the appoint- 
ment of a Committee of the Court of Directors, with ſix Proprietors to 


examine, &c, 


On which a ſhort converſation took place, Serjeant Waiſſon ſuggeſted, 
that it was unneceſſary to have ſuch a Committee, as in the firſt place, - 
it was the duty Gf /the Court of Directors to make the neceſſary 
enquiry, and in the ſecond, the annexing fix Proprietors to join in 
their labours would imply a doubt of their diligence and integrity, a 
doubt which he would venture to ſay, neither the Honourable Gentleman, 
who propoſed the motion, nor any other Gentleman in that Court at all 


entertained, much leſs meant to ſuggeſt. _ 


* 


Mr. Henchman diſavowed any ſuch intention, and ſaid if it was thought 
by the learned Serjeant, that his Motion would be liable to ſuch an inter- 
pretation, and that the neceſſary enquiry might be made without ſuch a 
Committee being appointed, he would withdraw his Amendment 
His only 1caſon for naming ſix Proprietors was, that he thought it a 
compliment due to the Proprietors without the Bar, whoſe property 
was about to be voted away, and he believed if the names*had been read, 
very little objection would have been made to the meaſure, but he did 
not preſs the Motion he had offered, becauſe as it was generally underſtood, 
that the objects of it, were to be matters of conſideration with the Court 
'of Directors, they would of courſe conſider the expence of the Regi- 
ments, and take opinions of counſel on the legality of the meaſure, * 


The court adjourned af Eva. .9'CLOcK, to Thurſday the 23d 


inſtant. 
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Tube following are the nages, Fe NV „ Heneh Inf had written down, as thoſe 
whom he meant to propoſe, ast 2 bie 


:;ots to he on hit Committee, had he perſiſted 


in his amendment rac 
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